PLANNING REPORT – CORSTORPHINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 15th. FEBRUARY 2017

Matters carried over from previous meetings 
16/00936/FUL at land 23m E. of 25 Lennymuir for erection of 4 new detached houses. 
GRANTED
As a Statutory Consult Tee the Community Council received direct notice from City Planning of the three following PAN’s (Planning Application Notifications) as outlined below – they are all by the same developer, Iceni Projects Ltd. for Cardross Assets Mgt. Ltd. 
16/05621/PAN for erection of extension to existing Craigmount High School 55 Craigs Rd.

Item 9.1 of Development Mgt. Meeting on 18th. January 2017 – recommendation that the Committee  notes key issues at this stage and advises of any other issues.
16/05719/PAN for primary school with associated nursery 175 m. S.E. Meadowfield Farm, 15 Turnhouse Rd. A space for this school is indicated on the site layout plans submitted with 16/04738/PPP (see above).

Item 9.3 of Development Mgt. Meeting on 18th. January 2017 – recommendation that the Committee notes key issues at this stage and advises of any other issues.

16/05742/PAN for erection of housing development with associated access, landscaping and other ancillary developments 365m N.E. 210 Craigs Rd. 

This is a further development north of 16/04738/PPP above and lying west of the stretch of Maybury Rd. between the Craigs Rd. entry and Drumbrae roundabout.

Item 9.2 of Development Mgt. Meeting on 18th. January 2017 – recommendation that the Committee notes key issues at this stage and advises of any other issues.

The public event held at the Marriott Hotel on Wednesday 18th. January 2017 was attended by W. Hope.  Sketches of the proposed extension to Craigmount High School and the new build primary were provided at the meeting – a request was made that they be made available electronically for distribution to the C.C. membership but to date this has not occurred.
On 20/01/2017 Cllr. K. Keil and W. Hope attended a walk around of the above sites with members of Edinburgh City Planning Committee and the developer’s representative. It was noted that there were several traditional stone built cottages and farm buildings, some in ruinous condition on the site but all planned for demolition. There was also evidence of unauthorised industrial / commercial tipping at several locations. The position of two existing bridges over the railway line to the south of the site was also noted.
16/05709/CLP (Certificate of Legal Consent) for earlier application at 2 Lochside Way for new extraction system in cafe & installation of generator connection panel on north elevation  (HSBC Holdings Ltd.).

GRANTED

16/06374/PAN (PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE) FOR MAJOR DEVELOPMENT OF FLATTED ACCOMMODATION AT 33 PINKHILL PARK – BY DANDARA developers in conjunction with architects Halliday Fraser Munro. This is a major application for 50 or more mixed flatting accommodation ranging from studio to 3 bedroom apartments with 25% social rent and occupying the site footprint currently containing the 1996 multi storey STMicro Electronics building with staffing level of 250. It is not expected that the height will exceed the present building and the available car park to the south will be utilised with expected lower numbers of vehicles to accommodate. It is planned to remove some small trees to the east of the present building.

W. Hope attended the public consultation event on Thursday 26th. January 2017 at the Holiday Inn, 132 Corstorphine Rd. from 3 p.m. – 8 p.m. in the McCallan / Glenfiddich suit where propositional sketch board presentations of flatted blocks, varying in height between 6 & 7 stories, were displayed -  paper copies will be available for inspection at the February 2017 C.C. meeting and a request was made to the developer to provide electronic copies for distribution but to date this has not occurred. There is a further public consultation event at the above location and times on Thursday 9th. March with corresponding newspaper announcements (Scotsman & Edinburgh Evening News) on 2nd. March 2017.

The developer has agreed to give a presentation at the February Community Council meeting. 

Matters arising since last meeting

17/00123/FUL at 88 St. John’s Rd. for change of use from class 1 shop (retail) to class 3 (cafe / restaurant) by ‘Cafe Vigo’.
17/00181/FUL at 30 Meadow Pl. Rd. (Tesco Stores) for provision for replacement of existing timber trolley bays and new ones within existing car park.

Other Matters
P.A.S. WEEKLY PLANNING NEWS e – BULLETINS (Electronic Circulation) links to newspaper items etc. highlighted since last meeting include – 
Edinburgh related issues – Multi £m rebirth planned for St. Andrews Square. Housing development planned for site of former hunters’ Tryst school. Decision expected on creation of Edinburgh film studio. Design plans for major new concert hall are underway. Leith Banana Flats awarded ‘A’ listed status. Pennywell & Muirhouse civic hub proposals unveiled. £28.5m Portobello High School plans unwrapped. There is a potential clash between tram extension plan and Granton Marina development.
Outline plans for an ‘Industrial Fountainbridge’ presented. Historic landmark to be ‘House of France’ consulate. 

. General Interest – ‘PLACES PEOPLE AND PLANNING’ – a consultation on the future of the Planning System by the Scottish Gov. Setting out 20 proposals for change aiming to strengthen the system, support sustainable economic growth and build on recommendations of the independent review. The research report also recommends the introduction of an infrastructure charging mechanism and raising of planning fees. To view recommendations visit www.consult.scotland.gov.uk/planning-architecture/ Closing date for comments is 4/04/2017.
‘Asset Transfer’ comes into force under appropriate section of ‘The Community Empowerment Act’  
enabling local communities to request to buy, lease or use land or buildings belonging to local authorities, the Scot. Govt. or other public bodies and to demonstrate that they will use the acquired assets to the benefit of the local community that they serve. Details at www.gov.scot/Topics/People/engage/Assettransfer 
Planning Permission in Principle Research Report Published by the Scottish Gov. 
This survey of developers and other interested parties and ‘stakeholders’ examines the relationship of Planning Proposal in Principle (PPP) applications to local and strategic development plans and considers whether the process can be rendered more efficient and grant more certainty of outcome to both developers and local communities by deemed consentual PPP to allocated developmental sites identified in Local and Strategic Development Plans. This would entail much more upfront work and consultation during preparation of the Developmental Plans than presently occurs but there are reservations that local consultation opportunities would be reduced. .
Download the full report at www.beta.gov.scot/Publications/Planning-Permission-in-Principle-Research-Report 

PLANNING  DEMOCRACY A.G.M. MEETING from on Thursday 19th. January 2017 at the Norton Park Conference Centre, Albion Rd. attended by W. Hope.
The organization is converting to Charitable Trust Status and nominations were being sought for trustee positions on the board followed by presentations of accounts, finances and available grants etc. The main speaker Kevin Murray reviewed the responses to the Governmental Review of the Planning System and considered the inequalities within the planning system with no 3rd. party rights of appeal and the effect of intensive lobbying activities by developers and other politically minded groups and individuals etc. Land valuations are playing a increasingly important role in determination in planning application out comings.  Meetings with federations of Community Councils should be encouraged together with other organizations to encourage wider participation and involvement in planning – ‘Upstream Engagement’, early consultation and ‘charette’ type involvement in planning decisions is desirable .
EACC (Edinburgh Assoc. of Community Councils) – Special General Meeting, 9th. February 2017 in Diamond Jubilee Room, Edinburgh City Chambers.
Attended by W. Hope – 19 C.C. representatives were present and accounts were finally agreed. Guest speaker was Nick Croft, on updates on ‘Locality Working and Place Standard Tool’. – the ‘Christie Commission’ recommended the empowerment of communities with locality governance and partnership arrangements. This entails greater connectivity between governmental and other services at local level and redrawing of partnership boundaries etc. Full details of the presentation and minutes of the meeting should be published on the EACC website at www.edinburghcommunitycouncils.org.uk 
A question and answer session followed concerning reports that ‘Walkabouts’ had been virtually suspended, N.H.S. hospital closures and re – organizations and the licensing of ‘Live Music’ where difficulties arise in definitions of ‘Tolerable’ sound levels. There was a request that the Licensing Portal should be more like the planning one with easier access and that the composition of Licensing Boards and attendance at Licensing Forums should include Community Council representations.
The ‘Edinburgh & Lothian Region Equality Council Survey ‘ was felt by some members present to be intrusive and personal by some of those present.

General Interest & Information – Local but out with Corstorphine Cmmunity Council area
(Murrayfield C.C.) 16/05440/ADV at 3 – 7 Corstorphine Rd. for 3 internally illuminated facia signs & internally illuminated 7 m high spire sign and projecting sign (Leven Car Company).
GRANTED

(Ratho C.C.) 16/05637/PPP at 95 Baird Rd. for demolition of former cement works and development of aprox. 39 residential units including access, parking, landscaping & open space. 

APPLICATION REFUSED
 (Ratho  C.C.) 16/06165/LBC (Listed Bld. Consent) at Kirkland House, Trefoil Centre, Gogarmuir Rd. for internal refurbishments and alterations for conversion to hotel.
GRANTED
(Murrayfield C.C.) 17/00175/FUL For conversion of former public toilet block in Roseburn Park to cafe and public toilet

(Murrayfield C.C.) 17/00186/FUL on land 23 m S.E. of 23 Roseburn St. for change of use from car sales to light industrial with erection of 3 units and associated works.
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