MINUTES OF MEETING OF CORSTORPHINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18th. JANUARY 2017
Present :  p.c. J. Peukertn (police representative), S. Kerr (chair), W. Hope, I. Kirkpatrick, R. Moran, I. Meiklejohn, K. Keil (C.E. Cllr.), B. Rattray, I. Bird, D. McCall (treasurer), F. Ross (C.E. Cllr.), T. Ni Lionnain, T. McLean, S. Murray, A. Sillars, I. Todd, S. Ramsay, C. Stewart, C. Connachan 
Apologies :  J. Beck (Secretary), P. Edie (C.E. Cllr.), G. Swann, C. Gubby

Police Report : (p.c. J. Peukert) This covers a longer than normal period from 8/12/2016 to 18/01/2017 owing to Xmas / New Year period. There were 77 recorded crimes which is somewhat higher than normal. There was a reported ‘spike’ of 4 or 5 in road traffic offences but 34 are reported solved with reports going to the P.F. or Fixed Penalty Notices issued.  9 constables were out in plain closes recovering drugs, dealing with youth problems – in one instance there was an approach by youths with a request to illicitly purchase alcohol. At the Murrayfield Community Council meeting on 17/01/2017 (attended by S. Kerr as guest visitor) there was a pro – active meeting with youth representatives and letters sent out to parents whilst elsewhere reported problems at McDonalds and Tesco have been addressed. Over the festive season checks at licensed premises for drugs and under age alcohol sales continued with joint meetings with publicans. There were 7 reported property break ins – a trend which continues - with the main object being the keys for motor vehicles – 2 vehicles were stolen but later recovered. There were 3 house and one business attempted break ins whilst the impact on recorded crime of the special ‘Rack’ patrols operating from 10 a.m. till 2 p.m. has to be assessed. There were 3 serious assaults which were alcohol related - one of which has been solved - there were 6 minor assaults with 3 solved, mainly of a domestic nature. There were 3 youth offences and one of resisting arrest. Traffic - related operations involved patrols at schools, parking at or near pedestrian crossings, vehicles going through red lights and parking in N. Gyle and Featherhall Cresc.  – in all 14 road offences were reported involving drunk driving, driving under influence of drugs and without insurance. The theft of a moped from St. John’s Rd. and 7 shoplifting offences – 5 by the same person who was apprehended - were reported. Other acts of theft and vandalism included theft from a cash till, a taxi broken into, a bag snatched from a car, windows broken outside ‘The White Lady’, fencing in Belgrave Rd. damaged,  one hoax call and one ‘ASBO’  breached.

The police will be operating a ‘Surgery Stall’ within the Gyle Centre on Saturday 21st. January and also at Craigmount High School on Tuesday 7th. February.
 The format of the police report is to be assessed – are there too many statistics ?
QUESTIONS : 

1. How were traffic offences impacted by the festive season?  There was impact but the police were pro – active and took initiatives.

2.  Why do taxis make dangerous U – turns outside schools?  (Cllr. F. Ross) this sometimes has to be permitted to enable the ferrying and delivery of vulnerable children.

3. ‘Iceland’ should be approached regarding the utilisation in normal hours of its parking space reserved for large commercial delivery vehicles only operating 7 – 8 p.m.

4. What is the schools’ interest in parking exclusion zoning?   (Cllr. F. Ross) Disruption of bus routes has to be considered – Carrick Knowe is in consultation with Lothian Buses.
5. Traffic situation at top of Glebe Rd. follows a ‘domino’ type cascade – what can be done?
    COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND QUESTIONS
K Keil : Report from the Transport Committee Meeting of 17/01/2017 was that air pollution levels were down but not enough. Concern expressed regarding the effect of the large prospective housing developments on air pollution levels on St. John’s Rd.   The bus fleet is being upgraded to mitigate against pollution levels but it will require ‘ A mighty sea change’ in attitudes to break the ‘car habit ’though in Edinburgh car ownership is recorded as falling, as the only city in western Europe for this to occur. Single car occupancy should be discouraged where ever possible. Lothian buses are refusing to enter the western ‘Bus Gate’ whilst there is a lack of direct north – south routes. More can be done to reduce peak time traffic. (F.Ross) There are now more private car hires than taxis  - this should be discouraged as emission levels are less strict – there are now low emission zones in several European cities where from 2025 diesels are banned but at the present time require to meet limits. 
QUESTIONS

1. What is the effect on timetabling of trains stopping t both the Gyle and the recently opened IBG Interlink station?  (F. Ross) Very much a ‘Mix and Match’ situation - bus services to both stations are required. The tree pit outside ‘Guitar Guitaris’ on St. John’s Rd. is to be repaired and the Parking Survey for the whole of Corstorphine except Wester Broom, Broomhall and S. Gyle with follow up resident survey is expected to go ahead in mid February 2017 – this will determine what type of controlled zone to be established after due consultation. Murrayfield is ‘split’ over similar proposals – March 2018 would be the optimal date  for implementation  but is dependent on strength of local acceptance. Parking provisions under the ratified LDP should be studied – under such schemes visitors and trades people etc. require tickets to legally park during the working day.
(K. Keil) 35.000 people work in the Gyle – 64% travel daily by car – this figure is slowly being reduced but bus to airport passenger numbers are greater than for the trams. 
(F. Ross) : The plan to demolish the existing business premises at 33 Pinkhill Park and construct flatted accommodation is contrary to Employment Policy 4 as the reduction in potential local employment opportunity is cause for concern. Requests for rubbish uplifts should be addressed to the call centre. There are two important scheduled C.E.C. meetings on 9th. February 2017 – a.m. the budget for 17/18 and p.m. the schools report – papers for both are published on line but the report on the schools construction failings and subsequent closures for long periods will not be made public before the public meeting which will be screened online – this is to enable only elected councillors to get a first opportunity to question the authors of the report  and elected officials some 2 days before the public meeting with full debate and later publishing of report. 
The additional Planning Application Notification for an additional 400 homes lying north of Craigs Rd. and south of the Burnbrae roundabout is recommended by C.E. Planning for refusal.

SUB COMMITTEE REPORTS

A) PLANNING : (W. Hope) : The report is submitted under a separate heading but note comments above by C.E. Councillors relative to certain items in the report or earlier ones. The main discussion centred on the public viewing attended by W. Hope that afternoon (18/01/2016) at the Marriott Hotel of three Planning Application Notifications by ‘ICENI Projects’ for a new primary school, a new housing development of 400 units north of Craigs Rd. and an existing extension to Craigmount High School. 
B) BUSINESS : (T. Ni Lionnain) : There are various group working projects under way with students at Napier University with the object of launching area promotional campaigns. Suggestions are ‘What can be improved in the area such as walking, shopping, green spaces etc.?’ Drafts of a number of ‘Messaging Campaigns’ have been prepared and under the concept of ‘Strategic Vision’ attempts are made to spotlight Corstorphine as a thriving area. As a secondary project Napier is undertaking an international ‘Marketing Edinburgh’ campaign which should provide further opportunities for students to hone various skills. Dates have to be determined for further projects – there is a ‘Melting Pot’ of ideas – a ‘Farmers Market’ and ‘Share Space for Free’ are two considerations. The pursuit of funding applications ( £5000 max) commences on 1/04/2017 – the major funding requirement this year is web building design where as in previous years it was flower baskets on St. John’s Rd.  
C)  ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITIES : (S. Murray) : The Enviroment subgroup has not yet met due to the festive season although have exchanged emails regarding the remit.  T Mclean informed the group there is a local Environment Meeting at Drumbrae Hub chaired by Audrey on 26/01/2017 and that he would share the agenda (ACTION).  S.Kerr agreed to attend along with T.McLean; Friends of Corstorphine Hill may also attend. The subgroup will meet after this to discuss remit and priorities.  Ideas include input from various interest groups - cycling, planters, Friends of Corstorphine Hill, etc.
D) YOUTH : (C. Gubby) : Owing to pressure of work and forth coming professional exams Calum has decided to resign from the Community Council – thanks were expressed for his valuable help and assistance in this capacity over previous years. S. Kerr is to meet with the head teacher at Craigmount High school to see if a pupil representative can be found.
2017 MANDATE: Q1 FOCUS
a) Constitution & Standing Orders 
Any correspondence regarding the above should be e – mailed to S. Kerr before the next meeting of the Community Council when adoptions and amendments can be decided.

B)   Sub Committee Membership and Mandates
Names should be put fore ward and dates set for additional meetings etc. whilst there are expectations of additional commitments on the part of members of these sub groups.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  
Proposed by S. Ramsey

Seconded by I. Todd

TREASURER’S REPORT : (D. McCall)

The present balance of funds remains at £625.04

CORRESPONDANCE AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Complaints were received regarding delays in appearance of minutes of the Community Council Meetings on the public notice board. 

Most of the on – line reactions to the Community Council are reported as positive.

Note that individual parking disputes cannot be resolved through the Community CounciL

UPCOMING RECEPTION

Dates have yet to be confirmed but are expected to be either 23rd. or 24th. February 2017 in the Dunedin Room at Edinburgh City Chambers when both the New Zealand High Commissioner and the Deputy High Commissioner are both present for the signing ceremony on behalf of Dunedin N.Z.  – the co signatory on the part of the City of Edinburgh will be Ken Swinney, for many years secretary of C.C.C.
The number of those wishing to attend is limited to 40.

A.O.B.
Corstorphine Public Hall Rebuild: (T. McLean): 

Tenders will be invited soon for site clearance. Progress continues on building warrants for Phase one of the Rebuild. This is to build the outer shell.  Fundraising is continuing for Phase 2 within excess of £500,000 needing to be raised primarily through the efforts of the local community from donations (lump sums or standing orders, etc.). The assistance of C.C.C. and other local groups is requested.

Tommy said there will be a CPHR Newsletter distributed approximately one month after work starts onsite. It is hoped to distribute 10,000 copies. He asked if it was possible for the CCC to help with finding some distributors for this.

Ian Kirkpatrick can supply information regarding advertising rates in local publication ‘Let’s Talk Corstorphine’.

CORSTORPHINE FESTIVAL WEEK : 28th. MAY till SATURDAY 3rd. JUNE 2017

A draft programme of events has yet to be issued.

An organising meeting is being held next week and Tommy agreed to send a copy of the latest programme to the Secretary after the meeting for circulation.

The Community Council may host a stall or an event if ideas are forthcoming from the membership.  C.Y.C.C. are heavily committed, particularly on the Saturday.  
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