PLANNING REPORT – CORSTORPHINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING  WEDNESDAY 21st. SEPTEMBER 2016
Matters carried over from previous meetings 
14/04156/PAN by West Craigs Ltd. for residential development and ancillary retail (300 sq. m., classes 1 & 2) 100m. N.E. 19 Turnhouse Rd. (Cardross Assets Mgt. As agents for JVA James Barr).
A staffed Public Presentation of this application & the nearby 14/04157/PAN for the International Gateway Development within the Ratho Community Council area took place at the Marriott Hotel on 26th. November 2014 at which housing plans were displayed with an operational timetable indicating that work would be expected to commence in late 2018. 
The Developer’s representatives met in consultation with Corstorphine and other local community councils (Drumbrae, Barnton and Cramond, Ratho) at the Marriott Hotel on the 2nd. February 2015.  
 The developer’s representative, Mr. Stuart Buchanan, gave a presentation at the August 2016 Community Council meeting at which indicative plans were circulated for inspection – main local objections centre on traffic flow implications and infrastructure support (schools medical services and access). This is one of the areas for housing development identified under the revised Local Development Plan
16/02158/FUL For new build stand - alone nursery in grounds of Corstorphine Primary School with removal of existing pre – fab building. Design by well known architects Anderson & Bell and mentioned in the Planning Advice Scotland E – Bulletin.
GRANTED
16/02419/CON at Corstorphine Primary School, 67 Corstorphine High St. for removal of 2 temporary prefab units currently sitting on North and East of site.

GRANTED

16/02819/FUL 34 Belgrave Rd. for demolition of existing redundant former church halls and construct on site in two blocks four town houses. Each house consists of four storeys including a roof top penthouse with patio and ground floor garage. There are four additional car parking spaces before the front elevation and the existing fringe of protected trees are preserved. This is the site where the earlier application 15/03018/FUL for a care home was refused.
E – Mail from local residents’ coordinator Kay Barclay dated 2/09/2016 indication that the developer has been in consultation with planning officials and intends to withdraw the proposal which is unlikely to receive consent and re – submit. 

16/03452/ADV at 5A Featherhall Ave. for overhead trough lit facia board via white halogen lamps.

(L Rowland & Co., Retail). 

GRANTED
Matters arising since last meeting

16/03842/CLP (Certificate of Lawfulness, Proposed) at 2 Lochside Way for new fresh air ventilation system & new grills added at multiple positions on 4 out of 6 elevations (102 units in total) and replacement of existing plant within rooftop enclosure (HSBC Holdings Ltd.).

Other Matters
P.A.S. WEEKLY PLANNING NEWS e - BULLETINS (Electronic Circulation) links to newspaper items etc. highlighted since last meeting include – 
Edinburgh related issues – Plans to overhaul host of City venues. Concerns over Edinburgh Rugby’s move from Murrayfield to Myreside. Developers unveil new plans for Royal High Hotel. Scottish National Gallery given green light for £17m revamp.
General Interest – Government Ministers welcome faster planning decisions.
WEST EDINBURGH NEIBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP MEETING AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 23rd. AUGUST 2016.

The major item at this meeting was consideration of ’PLACE STANDARD – HOW GOOD IS CORSTORPHINE ?’

Three ‘Workshop Groups’ were formed to independently reach consensus on the above.

Group decisions on 14 questions were rated on a scale from 1 – 7 (-ve to +ve) and later added to ‘Spider Diagrams’. Results will be published on the Council Website.

It was generally agreed that within Corstorphine there is access to open and natural spaces and that building quality is generally good – main criticism focuses on traffic density and air pollution on St John’s Rd. and lack of community services for specific age and low income groups. 

UPDATES AND CONSULTATIONS

Value of Planning – The relationship between Planning and Economic Growth examined.

Relaxation of Planning Controls for Digital Communications Infrastructure.

New Town Conservation Area Character Appraisal Quality Review.
Consultation on bringing European Directive 2014/52/EU on Environmental Impact Assessment into Scottish Legislation.

EDINBURGH CIVIC FORUM MEETING ON TUESDAY 6TH. SEPTEMBER 2016 AT CITY CHAMBERS.

The Cockburn Association is to appoint a new Chairperson in James Garry – he is expected to assume office from October 2016.

Planning Update by David Leslie (Head of Planning) – 

The revised Local Development Plan is now nearing the end of the consultation/adoption process – the Planning Committee Meeting of 5/09/2016 decided to approve the modified plan with the Government Reporter’s recommendations and it is now to be passed back to the Government Ministers for consideration and approval – an adoption date of October / November is expected.

The Strategic Development Plan 4 years review process produced the July 2015 Main Issues Report which on 20th. July 2016 was approved by the 6 Local Authorities and City Councils involved. Ratification with the 6 weeks consultation period expected to commence October 2016.

Independent Review of the Planning System seeks to streamline the planning process achieving increased efficiency and deliverability on housing targets with specific emphasis on ‘Affordable’ housing needs. The impact of ‘Brexit’ on the housing market is currently under study.
Royal High School – New plans for a smaller building have been submitted by the developer who has also requested that the current legal appeal process be ‘Paused’ till the new proposals have been considered. The City Council is considering ways to recoup additional expenditures.

Edinburgh’s Open Space Strategy 2021 A presentation given by Planning Officers Andrew Smith and Peter Strong. Parks, open spaces, walkways , cycle routes, roads etc are all considered together with management and maintenance problems – private ownership of many of the ‘Green Spaces’ together with financial restraints remains problematical. The full presentation in Pdf format is available either from Word Search on the Council website at www.edinburgh.gov.uk or directly from www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20178/park_management_and_rules/427/open_space_strategy_46k 
The Open Space 2021 Consultation Period runs from 29th. August till 21st. October 2016 - all can submit comments at www.consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk 
NEXT MEETING OF THE EDINBURGH CIVIC FORUM IS TUESDAY 6th. DECEMBER 2016 AT 4.00 P.M. , BUSINESS CENTRE, CITY CHAMBERS.

/

General Interest & Information – Local but out with Corstorphine Community Council area
(Cramond C.C.) 15/05435/CON AND 15/05434/FUL at 18 Whitehouse Rd. by Care Concern Holdings Ltd. for demolition of existing dwelling and construction of a 4 storey 50 bed care home with car parking spaces for staff, visitors and deliveries etc.. There has been much local opposition from local residents and both the Community Council and the Cramond Assoc. with objections mainly centred on building height, decrement to area character and amenity, traffic and parking problems and loss of bio diversity with 531 comments posted on the Planning Portal website. An earlier application 15/04016/FUL was withdrawn but this is a re -submission. Further info. is available at www.cramondactiongroup.com.  
GRANTED

(Ratho C.C.) 15/05850/FUL At Royal Highland Centre for demolition and replacement of MacRoberts Pavilion with associated works all within existing footprint.
 GRANTED
 (Murrayfield C.C.) 16/03389/FUL at St. Georges School for Girls at 2A Garscube Terrace to lift previous granted planning permission to enable extension of life of 4 classroom blocks for 5 years.
GRANTED

(Murrayfield C.C.)  16/03806/FUL at 55 Roseburn Terrace for change of use from a massage parlour to retail shop on ground floor and formation of new flat on rear ground floor and basement.
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